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HEART

WORLD TRAVELERS TURN TO THEIR MINNESOTA
ROOTS TO BUILD AN ELEGANT EMPTY NEST

[F YOU COULD BUILD A HOME WHEREVER YOUR HEART

DESIRED, WHERE WOULD IT BE? For one empty-nester couple,
that question was daunting and took serious consideration. But their roots

run deep into the soil of Cannon Falls. And, as luck would have it, a piece

of local land—secluded, wooded, and perched high above the Cannon
River—would steal their hearts and imaginations. After traveling the

world, they decided to build at home.
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This was a couple on a mission. For ten vears, she
had collected clips of images that spoke to the
couple’s style, They knew they needed just the
right architect and builder o bring their dream
to life, They met with Christine Albertsson and
Todd Hansen of Albertssen-Hansen Architecture
in Minneapolis to discuss the project, agrecing
to-call them in a few davs with a decision.
“We walked out of the meeting and looked a
cach other and sad, "That's it, 1sn't it?” We
drove twenty minutes down the road before we
called them back, Just s we wouldn't ook o
ridiculous. They not only had ‘prety pictures’
of their work, which evervone does, but they
could articulate the process,” the wile recalls.

A series of design meetings began in
March 2004, A little more than a year later,
construction commenced, a ffeeen-month
provess taken on by general contructor River
City Builders and Millworks of Nerstrand

Hansen and his team began with a detailed
discussion about lifestyle and preferences, The
couple who would live in this house had strong
views: It was not to be “grand.” No soaring entry
with curving stairs. The stairs o the second-
Noor bedrooms should be tucked away. The
home should be comtortable, but use some
tormal elements such as enameled paneling and
as little Sheetrock as possible. e must have a
place for evervthing. Finally, she insisted, "The
outside was always to be the main event.”

Her preflerences lor the exterior design of the
home were less clear, A lew images from her
stacks al wear sheets provided clues, but Hansen
was the one who brought the exterior o Life,
Stylistically, the home is a mix, "1 dido't need
it ta be a certain style)” the wile recalls, “In
fact, 1 preferred that it look like it was built and
added on to over time.” The site, the team, and
the clients’ shared appreciation for American
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